
Venue Rental
Checklist

Find the One That Gives You Goosebumps

http://www.howtoplanevents.com/


It’s crazy to think that sometimes the
most incredible venue, spot, location
or destination … might be the WORST
idea. 

Sure, it looks dreamy on Instagram.
But once real-life logistics and costs
creep in? It can flip from stunning to
stressful real quick.

TRUTH IS → Your venue is the
cornerstone of your wedding budget
and plans. It determines the scale,
structure, and flexibility of your entire
day. 

Choosing wisely can save you from
unexpected expenses and logistical
nightmares. 

💰 It influences all hiring costs that follow —
including how much furniture, lighting, sound, and
setup you’ll need to bring in just to “make it work”

💰 Setup and breakdown windows are often limited,
which can lead to overtime surcharges, late-night
collections, or needing more hands on deck

💰 Blank canvas venues look beautiful but are often
expensive to fill. They require a lot of styling, hiring,
and decor to make them feel warm and personal

💰 Venues come with rules. Volume restrictions,
working hours, room access, and more. These rules
directly impact your suppliers, schedule, and even
your guest flow

WHY THE PERFECT VENUE
MATTERS

Why booking the right venue matters:

🚨 Choosing a venue is not just about vibe — it’s about function
 And this choice impacts everything that comes next...
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As a former wedding venue
manager,  I  had the privilege  of
support ing couples through one of
the most meaningful  seasons of
their  l ives.  I t  wasn’t  just about
beautiful  spaces or seamless
timelines.  I t  was about making them
feel cared for ,  calm, and confident .

We often went beyond what was
included in our packages.  Whether
that meant sourcing extra tables,
coordinating last-minute hire i tems,
or s imply being the person they
could rely on —  we did it  because
we understood how those small
actions made a big difference  to
the couple's day.

Those extra touches mattered.  They
brought ease,  clarity ,  and a sense of
support that couples didn’t  always
expect but always needed.

and I’ve walked this road with
hundreds of couples before you..

meet your expert & coach
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WHY YOUR VENUE DECISION
MATTERS

Your venue is more than a setting. It shapes your
budget, your logistics, your styling, and your
entire guest experience.

✅ Choose right, and the whole process becomes
easier
❌Choose wrong, and it can create stress, delays,
and added costs

That’s why I created the Wedding Venue
Checklist. 

It’s designed to help you move forward with
clarity, ask the right questions, and choose with
purpose.

Forget the pressure to find the “perfect” venue.

You can create something beautiful in any space.

The goal is to find a venue that gives you value,
flexibility, and supports the kind of celebration
that reflects you! 

From there, you get to focus your time and energy
on the moments that matter!  Because the truth is,
the real magic of your wedding won’t be in the
chandeliers or the marble floors... 

It’ll be in the way you feel walking down the aisle... 
It’ll be in the belly laughs with your guests and the
music that fills the room... 

Let’s get the venue that carries the most value for
your special day! 

Yours in planning, 

You Can Create Magic in 
Any Space
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Explore the Wedding Weekend™ Workshop

Planning More Than 
Just the Venue?

Wedding Weekend™ is our self-paced,
couple-friendly course that shows you
exactly how to plan your wedding like a
pro in just one weekend!  - Stress-free, on
budget, and right on time. 

Make confident decisions, stay organized,
and actually enjoy the planning process! 

I’m Ready →

✅ 6 Modules - 24 Quick Lessons
✅ Step-by-Step Video Tutorials
✅  Plug-in-and-play templates for budgets,
vendor planning, checklists, timelines, and
guest lists
✅ Money Saving Tips + Strategies
✅ Taught by an Industry Expert

https://howtoplanevents.com/product/wedding-weekend/
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HOW TO GET THE MOST
VALUE FROM YOUR 
VENUE

Styled vs. Blank Canvas Spaces

Built-In Essentials

 Functional Kitchens

This move → 
 ✔ Cuts down rental and transport costs
 ✔ Simplifies supplier logistics
 ✔ Makes life easier for your guests

Styled venues often come photo-ready. That
means less decor rental, less setup time, and
less budget bloat. Blank canvases can be
beautiful, but they’ll need serious styling
support.

❔ Does the venue include tables, chairs,
glassware, crockery?
If not, you’ll need to rent every single item,
and trust us, the “smalls” add up

A fully-equipped kitchen on site? That’s a
win! It helps reduce external catering rentals
and ensures smooth service on the day

Here’s How →

Chances are, you’re going to spend a big portion of your budget here,
so make sure the space is working hard for you. 

Book One Venue for the Full Wedding
Programme

Try to host your ceremony, cocktail hour, and
reception on the same property
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Inclusive Staffing
In-house venue teams (managers,
cleaners, wait staff) are a huge time and
cost saver! A trained local crew who know
the venue can be the difference between
stress-free and full-blown panic.

 Trim Your Guest List
We know, this one’s hard. But your guest
count is a direct multiplier of venue size,
rental fees, catering, and setup needs. 

Larger venues for bigger guest lists mean
higher costs.  
🚩 More guests = bigger everything =
bigger costs

💡 Brutal but cutting 10 to 20 guests could
save thousands — literally

Big Bottomline Saver
The less you have to do to make a venue
work, the more time, money, and sanity
you’ll save
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Take It From Your 
Wedding Planner
If you're juggling a job, a budget, and real-life
responsibilities, choose a venue that simplifies the
process. Packages, built-in staffing, and onsite
amenities may cost slightly more upfront, but save
you time, coordination, and unexpected costs
down the line

Find your perfect fit and shop around! 

You’ve already found your perfect person. Now it’s
time to find your perfect place

This checklist will help you:
 ✔ Shop smarter
 ✔ Compare the fine print
 ✔ Stay focused on value over just aesthetics
 ✔ Ensure all your top priorities are reflected in your
final venue pick

Having managed both styled properties and blank-
canvas builds, I can tell you firsthand... 
 🔑 The easiest weddings to execute are those where
the venue is part of the solution, not part of the
problem

grab your copy here

Download → 
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You’re
Invited

Plan Better.
Build Bigger.

Run the Damn Show.

We teach aspiring planners, creative
entrepreneurs, and couples how to confidently
plan and deliver unforgettable events,
weddings, and celebrations.
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